
Thinking about solar? 

 

Between the 2019 Solar Home Tour and our next two meetings, there is much to think about and 

learn about. 

 

  

   

September Potluck Meeting  

 

Monday, September 16, 6:30 PM 

Washington Street Educational Center 

512 E. Washington Street 

Room 112 

It's the first grid-connected solar home in the Chelsea City limits!  As we approach this year's Solar 

Home Tour (see below for more information), Brian Bieber will share with us the experience of 

going solar.  Brian and his wife Christin had their system installed by Homeland Solar in 2017.  Brian 

will discuss how they made the decision, the process of installation, connecting to the city's electric 

utility, and how the system performance has been during the first two years.  Maybe he will talk 

about his recent time on the Chelsea Sustainability Advisory Commission, too.  The Bieber home is 

featured in this year's solar tour.  If you are thinking about solar yourself or just curious, see how a 

couple of "ordinary people" with kids did it.  

After the discussion with Brian Bieber, if we have time, we would like to talk as a group about an 

upcoming electric car show and topics for a new film series. 

Potluck meal begins at 6:30.  Brian's presentation begins at 7:15.  If you are coming to the potluck meal, please 

bring a dish to pass and your own place settings.  

Many thanks to the Chelsea Senior Center for providing us meeting space in the evenings. 

Free         

 

 

   

 

https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=9e3dce7d3e&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=a85c75870e&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=1146712bcf&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=1728237c01&e=03a905e1c7


 

October Potluck Meeting  

 

Monday, October 21, 6:30 PM 

Washington Street Educational Center 

512 E. Washington Street 

Room 112 

Get ready for next month's presentation.  Tentatively, Patrick O'Boyle from Michigan Saves will be 

here to talk about financing for solar projects.  Because solar pays you back over time, you can 

simultaneously pay for the solar over time and come out ahead month-to-month.  Patrick will explain 

how the financing works in general and his company's solar lending program in particular. 

Potluck meal begins at 6:30.  Patrick's presentation begins at 7:15.  If you are coming to the potluck meal, please 

bring a dish to pass and your own place settings.  

Many thanks to the Chelsea Senior Center for providing us meeting space in the evenings. 

Free         

 

 

   

 

2019 Solar Home Tour  

 

Saturday, October 5 

10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Start at Chelsea Library or register online 

 

The tour flyer is here. 

Solar Home Tour 2019 Flyer 

 

The 2019 tour is a collaboration by Western Washtenaw Michigan Solar Users Network (WWMiSUN) 

https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=b304eac866&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=7d90529f39&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=5a113b0b0b&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=4e0e3daa99&e=03a905e1c7


and Transition Town Chelsea, and sponsored by the Chelsea District Library. American Solar 

Energy Society, and Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association. 

 

Online Registration 

Registration is free.  By registering in advance, you will be able to go straight to the tour sites on 

Saturday morning.  People who do not register online will still need to register in person at the 

library.  Register here: 

http://chelseadistrictlibrary.org/solar/  

 

At the library there will also be "Solar 101" basic information, videos on renewable energy playing, 

displays of solar equipment, and solar installer information and financing.  Outside there will be a 

solar demonstration trailer. 

 

New Tour Sites 

Approximately 10 sites are featured on this year's tour.  Returning again is Joe Trumpey's off-grid 

straw bale home that was featured in Mother Earth News.  If you've been on the tour before, there 

are also 4 new sites this year including 2 farms, one of which producers enough electricity to power 

the home and farm operations 100% on an annual basis. 

 

Meet 'n Greet Informational Party 

If you are interested in putting solar on your house, or if you are a tour host or volunteer, come to the 

pre-party at the Arctic Breakaway on Friday, September 27, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  Address: 501 

Coliseum Drive, Chelsea.  The party is totally free.  Pizza and soft drinks will be served.  It's a great 

opportunity to get to know other solar enthusiasts and people who might be able to help you get 

started with a project of your own.  Drop in. 

 

Call for Volunteers 

• Can you be present to receive tour participants at a solar site during a time while the host 

cannot be present? 

• Are you interested in welcoming participants at the library and handing out tour guides? 

We still need a few more volunteers.  Please contact tour organizer Cary Church at 

cshurch@comcast.net or 734-433-0654.  No experience necessary.  After-party gathering at 

Agricole for site hosts and volunteers! 

https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=58fdc9c296&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=0fc1f6cb51&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=0fc1f6cb51&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=9420baed58&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=91c2db92ca&e=03a905e1c7
https://transitionchelsea.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7823623b7e4f1634e44a582b2&id=203b14498f&e=03a905e1c7
mailto:cshurch@comcast.net?subject=Solar%20Home%20Tour%20volunteering


 

We are excited about this year's tour.  Everybody is eager to meet you and show you all about solar 

power. 

 


